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The current recession officially began in December, 2007



In 2008 there were 96 

announced layoffs or 

closings, resulting in 

13,833 lost jobs

Up from 80 announced 

layoffs/closings in 2007 

and 10,310 jobs lost

Unemployment Rate - December 2008
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Rural   and   Urban  Virginia
Å Population in (7.7 million) 

1.1 million   6.6 million

Å Income ($49,636)

$31,350 $51,919

Å Poverty Rate (9.9%)

14.9% 9.1%

Å Completing College (29.5%)

13.1% 32.6% 

Å Number of Jobs (4,859,015)

553,177 4,305,838 



Rural Plan
ÅComprehensive

ÅKey Stakeholders

ÅLegislative Support

ÅRegional Collaboration

ÅGeographically 
diverse
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Economic Development
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ï2/3rds to Rural

ÅTobacco Region Opportunity Fund

ÅVJIP

ï55% in Rural Areas 

ÅEnterprise Zones

ïMainly Rural


